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OPERATIONS OFFICE:

Demolition of Former Plutonium Finishing Plant Processing
Building Now Underway

"Z-Plant" Last Major PFP building Now Coming Down

RICHLAND, Wash. — Demolition is now underway on the facility that once produced two-thirds of
the nation’s Cold War-era plutonium. The Plutonium Finishing Plant’s (PFP) main processing facility
complex, nicknamed “Z-Plant,” because it was the last stop of plutonium production at Hanford,
operated for 40 years at the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) Hanford Site.

“Starting the work on the main processing facility complex marks the final step in demolition, and
everyone who has contributed to reaching this point should be very proud of what they’ve
contributed,” said Tom Teynor, project director for PFP demolition at DOE’s Richland Operations
Office.

The main processing facility operated from 1949 to 1989. It contained two processing lines where
workers working through gloveboxes would create hockey puck-sized plutonium “buttons” for
shipment to weapons-manufacturing facilities. Plutonium production left gloveboxes and other
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pieces of plutonium processing equipment highly contaminated. Workers spent two decades
preparing for demolition, including decontaminating and removing about 200 pieces of plutonium
processing equipment like glove boxes, 1.5 miles of ventilation piping, contaminated process lines,
asbestos and other hazards. In some instances, such as cutting and removing two highly
contaminated glove boxes, workers performed some of the most hazardous work anywhere across
the DOE complex.

DOE contractor CH2M is responsible for the safe and compliant demolition of PFP. The main
processing facility is the last of the four main PFP facilities to be demolished. Numerous controls are
in place to ensure employee and environmental safety during PFP demolition.

“As we’ve done since we started demolition, we remain focused on safety,” said Kelly Wooley,
CH2M deputy vice president of the PFP closure project. “A lot of people are accomplishing an
amazing amount of work, causing the landscape to change every day. It's an exciting time to be at
PFP.”

Demolition will proceed from the outside toward the inside of the main processing facility, while
another demolition team continues work on the Plutonium Reclamation Facility.

Watch a video of the demolition.

The Department of Energy (DOE) is responsible for the federal government’s cleanup of the legacy
of more than 40 years of plutonium production at the Hanford Site near Richland, Wash. Except for
a tank waste mission managed by the DOE Office of River Protection, the DOE Richland
Operations Office is responsible for all remaining Hanford cleanup and is currently focused on
cleaning out and demolishing the high-hazard Plutonium Finishing Plant, excavating and disposing
of contaminated soil and waste, treating contaminated groundwater, moving radioactive sludge out
of the K West Basin and away from the Columbia River, and configuring Hanford Site infrastructure
for the future. The office oversees Hanford Site work that is conducted by a federal and contractor
workforce of approximately 4,000 personnel. Visit www.hanford.gov.

CH2M leads the professional services industry delivering sustainable solutions benefiting societal,
environmental and economic outcomes with the development of infrastructure and industry. In this
way, CH2Mers make a positive difference providing consulting, design, engineering and
management services for clients in water; environment and nuclear; transportation; energy and
industrial markets, from iconic infrastructure to global programs like the Olympic Games. Ranked
among the World’s Most Ethical Companies and top firms in environmental consulting and program
management, CH2M in 2016 became the first professional services firm honored with the World
Environment Center Gold Medal Award for efforts advancing sustainable development. Connect
with CH2M at www.ch2m.com; LinkedIn; Twitter; and Facebook.
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